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Tena koutou katoa 
 

Welcome back to Term 2. We have another busy 
term ahead of us. Next Monday evening, 6 May, 
we have our Digital Safety evening. Filmmaker, 
Author, and Speaker Rob Cope will be presenting, 
and it promises to be an informative and 
entertaining evening. Rob’s talk will cover many 
topics including cyberbullying, social media, 
gaming and the developing brain, selfies, 
pornography, and online predators. We would 
request that at least one adult from each family 
attend, this topic is too big for us not to pay 
attention.  We will be providing a pizza snack at 
6:30pm with the presentation beginning at 7pm.  
 

As a bonus, Rob, and the team from Our Kids 
Online are gifting every parent who attends this 
event a one-years complimentary subscription to 
"The Big Reconnect" a cybersafety parenting 
course designed specifically for NZ families.  This 
usually retails for $99 per family. So, show up and 
get it for free! Course details here https://our-
kids-online.teachable.com/p/the-big-reconnect-
for-parents 
 

A Google Form was sent out via Hero yesterday, 
please fill this in with an indication of your 
interest so we have an idea of numbers 
attending. The link is here:  
https://forms.gle/uGuQSUBDewWL8GCC9  
 

Our breakfast club, which was re-established last 
term is running really well with a number of 
children coming along each morning. However, 
we would be grateful for any parent support to 
help us run it in the mornings, even if it was just 
helping one morning a week. It runs from 8:30 
until 9am. Please contact the office if you can 
help out. 
 

Things don’t always go as planned at school. 
From time to time, we see stress responses from 
our students. Yes, stress response, as in the 

body’s response to stress. This is the term that 
has replaced ‘behaviour’ and is backed by 
modern science. 
 

Our understanding of learning, how the brain 
works, and the importance of connections and 
relationships has evolved since we were all 
students at school.  
 

One of the things we’ve probably all experienced, 
either directly or indirectly, is someone 
‘misbehaving’ or responding to stress. When 
something happened, it was always followed up 
by a consequence. Back in the day it was largely 
punitive, so in other words the student was 
punished.  
 

Fast forward to the present day, and we still 
follow up incidents with a consequence and more 
often than not, that consequence is a 
conversation. This doesn’t mean we let kids get 
away with it, or let kids do whatever they want.  
It simply means we understand that underneath 
the stress response lies what is really going on. 
Because we understand stress and the impact on 
the brain and body so much better nowadays it 
means we can meet everyone with compassion 
and understanding, rather than just punishment - 
which doesn’t work, and has never worked. 
 

This response (rather than a reaction) is designed 
so that everyone involved gets to walk away with 
their mana. 
 

Regards 
Richard. 
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Timaru Mighty Willows: 
Family and Educators 
Session- Wednesday 1st May 
at Grantlea Downs School 
7pm – 9pm 
Mighty Willows aims to help parents / caregivers / 
teachers to develop an understanding of children's 
responses (also known as behaviour, but we don't focus 
on that!) from the inside out - we discuss the nervous 
system and how this plays a role in responses and 
explore ways to better understand and respond to 
underlying needs. 
 
This workshop is a condensed version of the Knowing 
Your Child module. We will explore the root causes of 
behaviours and get curious about what uses up the 
child's (or the adult's) energy (or spoons) during the 
day.  We will discuss how to co-regulate with children. 
 
You will leave the workshop with 2 documents to begin 
making changes at home or school: 
- "Spoons Profile" outlining what is using your child's 
energy each day 
- "Spoon Savers" document outlining ideas to help 
regulate your child 
 
Please click on the link below to register. The cost of 
the presentation is $25. 

https://events.humanitix.com/timaru-mighty-

willows-family-and-educators-session 

  
 
 
 
NEW STUDENTS  
We welcome the following students to Grantlea Downs 
this week: Brayden Clifford and Asher Weaver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSENCES – Reminder! 
If for any reason your child is going to be absent from 
school, please contact the school office. Please advise 
their name and ensure you give a reason for absence ie 
sick, doctors appt. etc. You can call 684 7706 any time, 
our phone system is automated to take absence 
messages before school opens, text on 027 684 7706, or 
send us a message through the Hero App. 
 

WHEELATHON 2024 
Gear up for Wheelathon on 
Friday 17th May!  This year, 
we're embracing the colour 
PINK to align with Pink Shirt 
Day.  Donation Cards have 
been distributed, with one per 
family.  Please make sure to 
return yours (with donations) 
by Monday 13th May, for a 
chance to win a Chromebook 
valued at approximately 
$400.00.  Every $10 donated 
earns you an entry into the 
prize draw. 
 
In addition to school lunches, we'll have sausages and 
other treats available for purchase, along with fun 
activities like face painting.  We'll need parent 
volunteers to assist with the BBQ and food stalls from 
11 am to 2 pm.  Please reach out to Linda Gordon at 
linda@grantleadowns.school.nz if you can lend a hand. 
 
Don't forget to dress to impress!  There will be prizes 
for the best-dressed participants and the most 
creatively decorated bikes/scooters.  Let's make this 
year's Wheelathon a colourful and memorable event! 
 
NETBALL  
Netball starts this week with the Year 3-4 teams starting 
on Friday and the Year 5 – 8 teams starting on Saturday. 
Payment of subs are required before the players can 
take the court and can be made online or at the school 
office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Awards  

Class Awards – Term 1 Week 11 
Connor Hough, Casper Kovacs, Pascoe Smillie, Louis 
Dennis, Ayune Greenfield, Ciaran Campbell, Tyler 
Ferguson, Keeva Fitzgerald, Hannah Kavanaugh, Axle 
Ramsay-Turner, Alisi Fagalima 

 
UNIFORM 
A reminder as we move into the cooler months, that 
the correct uniform is required to be worn. Hats are not 
required during Term 2 and 3. PLEASE ENSURE ALL 
UNIFORM ITEMS ARE CLEARLY NAMED to help us get 
these back to the rightful owner if misplaced. 

SCHOOL CLOSED - ADVANCED NOTICE 

We have a Ministry/Kahui Staff Only 

Day scheduled for Week 5 FRIDAY 31st 

May (the Friday before King’s Birthday 

Weekend)  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ORDERS CLOSE 

THURSDAY 9 MAY 2024. 

Orders can be made via the Scholastic LOOP App or 

bring your order form with any cash payment to the 

school office. Special Promotion for LOOP Orders 

only, get a $5 credit to spend on Issue 4. See more 

details on the brochure. 

 

Our school bank account for internet 

payments is 03-0855-0334452-00 

HOME & SCHOOL AGM 
The Home and School AGM, to be held on Monday 13 
May 2024 at 7.30pm in the School Office Block. Come 

along and see what we are about. All welcome! 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/timaru-mighty-willows-family-and-educators-session
https://events.humanitix.com/timaru-mighty-willows-family-and-educators-session
mailto:linda@grantleadowns.school.nz
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GRANTLEA DOWNS SCHOOL OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS TERM 3 & 4 2024 

The Board invites applications from parents who wish to enrol their child at Grantlea Downs for Term 3 & 4 2024. 

Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school 
office. 

Applications for out-of-zone places are now being invited for those students who will become eligible for 
enrolment during the period 22 July to 17 December 2024. We currently have places available in Year 0, Year 1, 
Year 2, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6 and Year 7. The exact number of places will depend on the number of applications 
received from students who live within the school zone.  

The deadline for receipt of applications for out-of-zone places is Tuesday 7 May 2024. 

If a ballot for out-of-zone places is required, it will be held on 14 May 2024. Parents will be informed of the 
outcome of the ballot within three school days of the ballot being held. 

Application forms are available at the school office or by calling 03 684 7706. 

If you live in the home zone and have not yet signalled your intention to enrol your child later this year, please 
contact the school immediately to assist us to plan appropriately. 

Errol Johns, Presiding Member 

 



 

Grantlea Downs Calendar Term 2 2024 
 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

1 29 April 
 

30 May 1  
Newsletter 

Timaru Mighty Willows 
Evening 

2 
 

3 
 

2 6 
Rob Cope - Digital 

Safety 7pm  

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Mitre 10 Go Kart Race 

 

10 
Assembly 2.15pm 

 

3 
 

13 
Home and School AGM 

7.30pm 

14 
 

15 
Newsletter 

 

16 
 

17 
Wheelathon 

Pink Shirt Day 
(awareness)  

 

4 
 

20 
 

21 
Board Meeting 

6.30 pm 
 
 

22 
Life Ed 

 

23 
Life Ed  

24 
Life Ed 

Assembly 2.15pm  
Wheelathon pp 
(No assembly IF 

Wheelathon is this day) 

5 
 

27 
Life Ed  

28 
Life Ed 

Book Night  
6-7:30pm  

 

29 
Newsletter 

Life Ed 
Opihi Museum & 

Library visit  

30 
 

Cross Country  

31 
Ministry/Kahui Staff 

Only Day  
 
 

6 
 

June 3 
King's Birthday 

4 
 
 

5 
Cross Country PP 

Young Leaders Day 

6 
 
 

7 
NZ Playhouse  

The Reluctant Dragon 
11.30 am 

Assembly 2.15pm 

7 10 
 
 

11 
South Canterbury Cross 

Country  

12 
Newsletter 

 

13 
 

14 
Mufti Day - Diabetes 

8 
 

17 
 

18 
Board Meeting 

6.30 pm 
 

19 
 

20 
Kereta Exchange with 

Waimataitai 

21 
Hangi 

Assembly 2.15pm 
 

9 24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
Newsletter 

 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 

Matariki Holiday 

10 July 1 
 

2 
Opihi Matariki 

Breakfast 

3 
Acacia & Kereta 

        Matariki Breakfast 
 

4 
Waipopo Matariki 

Breakfast 
 

 

5 
Last Day of Term 2 

Reports go live 
Assembly 2.15pm 
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Grown Together is a parenting hub which 

has been set up as a charitable trust and 

we are offering parenting programmes 

for families, we currently offer toolbox 

courses for teen years, primary year and 

the preschool years, these are run in a 

six-week block and covers all of the 

important topics of parenting.  

We run Space which is for babies of 0-4 

months and this is a 19 week course and 

covers all of the important topics of the 

first year of life whilst providing a safe 

space for whanau.  

Game on for Dad's is a parenting course 

run by dad's for dad's this is six weeks.  

The courses all come with a cost however 

we are partnering with local business in 

the community and are working towards 

offering these courses heavily subsidised 

or free of charge for all whanau. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


